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What others are saying about RSVP volunteers

BY VIKI BOWMAN
Davis RSVP

Did you know that Davis
County Retired & Senior Volun-
teer Program, a.k.a. RSVP, has
376 members aged 55+ who con-
tributed more than 41,539 volun-
teer hours valued at $978,658.84
last year? They serve in areas
addressing hunger, literacy,
isolation, neglect, environmental
protection, and other critical
needs in Davis County.

Davis RSVP asked some of the
29 community partnering agen-
cies where members serve how
their volunteers are making a
difference. Here are a few of the
responses received.

“Volunteers at Antelope Island
State Park provide well over
6,000 hours per year of volun-
teer time,” said Wendy Wilson,
Assistant Park Manager. “If we
had to hire staff to fulfill these
same duties, it would cost us
over $120,000 annually. It is
absolutely certain we could not
operate to the level we do with-
out volunteers.”

Davis Animal Care & Control
Services has benefited from
600+ volunteer hours of care for
the approximately, 1,800 dogs
passing through the shelter.
According to Tracy Roddom, As-
sistant Director, “The volunteer
gives each dog an opportunity
to be outside in the play yard or
enjoying long walks. Our RSVP
member is pretty amazing. His

Caregiver educational classes offered

Davis County Senior
Services is offering free
classes for individuals who
care for family members
that are older and/or frail.
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Our 140 words are just the
beginning, not the ending of a story.
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RSVP VOLUNTEERS JERRI NELLSCH, Jean Snow, Christa Simon, Tina Tran, Doroth

take a moment to socialize before helping serve lunch at the North Davis Senior Activity Center.

contribution to our shelter is
so valuable to us, and he loves

to say, “I just wanted to call and
thank you for your volunteers’

having RSVP members help-

ing my students. The students
love them,” said Ms. Bounds,
second grade teacher at Read-
ing Elementary School. “Thank
you RSVP for helping us connect
with such wonderful people.

If you find others who want to
volunteer I could sure use help
next school year with 28 second
graders!” During the last aca-
demic year, results show that 82
percent of the elementary school
aged children tutored by RSVP
members had improved test
scores, she said.

Obviously, people aged 55+
make terrific volunteers per-
forming a variety of helpful ser-
vices. RSVP members provide
senior transportation to medical
appointments, deliver Meals on
Wheels, and help alleviate social
isolation. They serve as advo-
cates for residents of long-term
care facilities, help low income
families with tax preparation,
emergency food, and weekend
food packs. Continued learning
activities, healthy aging classes,
and entertainment are provided
at the county’s three senior activ-
ity centers by volunteers. And,
volunteers provide extra com-
forts and attention at hospitals.
Join this amazing group who are
making a difference in the lives
of others.

y Van Dyke, and Thelma Carpenter
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deployed military members
received appreciation letters,

these dogs. I wish there were 10

volunteers like him,” he said.
Carolyn Blashek, President of

Operation Gratitude telephoned

continued support of Operation
Gratitude. We are astonished
at the support received from
Davis County.” More than 1,280

cards, hats, and scarves from
RSVP members over the last 12
months, she said.

“I have loved, loved, loved

For more information on vol-
unteering in Davis County, call
801-525-5052.

at Golden Years Senior
Activity Center (726 S.

100 E., Bountiful), noon-1
p.m. A light lunch will be
provided at the classes but

ing the classes and South
Davis Health and Hospice
for presenting.

Schedule:

e June 13 & 15: Benefits

Davis County Sen

Roads to Independence, a local non-
profit agency that provides services to
people with disabilities, has received
hundreds of new donated therapeutic

They are offering these items at no
cost to those who need them. There are
various styles and sizes available for

Free surplus medical supplies available

BY DEBBIE DRAPER

sold for profit and interested individuals
will be required to fill out a brief intake
form.

Some items available include: adult
disposable briefs, C-PAP machines/
supplies, oxygen tubing, crutches, front
wheeled walkers, wrist braces, knee
and leg braces, wheelchairs, ankle
braces/splints, and more.

If interested in any of these items,
please contact Tracy Socwell at 801-317-
2869 or John Hess at 801-317-2865.

ior Services

adults. Items cannot be

AG ~ Autumn Glow
(801) 444-2290
81 East Center Street
Kaysville, UT 84037

GY ~ Golden Years
(801) 451-3660
726 South 100 East
Bountiful, UT 84010

ND ~ North Davis
(801) 525-5080
42 South State Street
Clearfield, UT 84015



